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action of the processes by which the solar system has
attained its present state.

In the chapter on the Sun I have entered at some
length into the subject of the solar corona, partly be-
cause that subject h full of interest in view'"of the
approaching total solar eclipse visible in the south of
Europe, &nd partly because I have seen with regret
that an erroneous theory of the corona has been
recently promulgated, which seems likely at the present
conjuncture to affect mischievously the progress of re-
saarch into this interesting question of solar physics.
I have heard with much pleasure that the Astronomer
Royal, at the last meeting of the Astronomical Society,
altogether repudiated any share in starting this theory.
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Although I had seen his name associated with it,
I had always thought it incredible that a mathematician
so skilful and clear-sighted should have advanced or
adopted so ill-considered a hypothesis.

I tender my best thanks to Mr. browning,
F.R.A.S., for the beautiful coloured pictures of
Jupiter and Saturn, which illustrate the chapters on
those planets; and to Mr. Brothers, F.R.A.S., for his
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careful revision of the proof Sheets, and the detection
of more than one error which had escaped my scrutiny.

EIOHAED A.
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